JESUS HELPS THE DISCIPLES CATCH ON
The disciples and Jews idea of the kingdom and the Messiah and Jesus' idea of the kingdom and Messiah were greatly different. The disciples and Jews thought the messiah would come as a militant ruler, takeover the Roman Empire and appoint them as his right -hand men. To them He was going to establish an earthly kingdom. Jesus' plan was to establish a spiritual kingdom, their idea also was to establish an earthly ruler that would give them places of authority. His was to bring salvation to man and establish His spiritual Kingdom made up of all nations with a spiritual King, which he attempts to get across. Mt. 14: 13-33 - Jn. 6:14-15, Mk. 6:14-56 
In this next setting Jesus has grown in popularity due to his miracles and teaching.
His popularity reaches a peak among the multitudes at this point. In Mt.14, a great multitude of 5,000 men plus women and children are amazed at His feeding them with a few loaves of bread and some fish. In their amazement, they want to make Him their king. So here we see two different mind sets again. They are expecting an earthly king and kingdom. He shows them a spiritual king and kingdom. Jesus is trying to get across to the multitude and especially to His disciples who He is and what he wants to accomplish. As we can see in Jn. 6 that the crowds were preoccupied with outward things instead of the spiritual. Well, the disciples had this problem too.  
Jesus seeing that the people want to make him king, leaves to the mountain to pray. The people just have the wrong focus so he starts to focus on the disciples. He has to get their attention. The people didn't understand nor did the disciples catch on, so he goes walking on the water. Peter being the impetuous disciple that he was decided he wanted to walk on the water too.  So he asks Jesus if he could and Jesus tells him to come. He stepped out in faith, but soon the waves and wind distracted him and he fell. This is what happens to us all when we step out, the troubles and problems hit us and we sink. But when we do what Peter didn’t do, keep our eyes on Jesus we can walk on the waters of this life.   
 They were completely amazed, because they had not understood about the loaves, Mk.6:52. Therefore, their hearts were hardened. He was trying to get across to them that He is the Son of God. They didn't catch on with the loaves so He walked on the waters to show them who He was.

As Jesus continues with his disciples he is still healing and teaching, but His main focus is on his disciples. He uses this time to prepare them for his death so that they can carry on his ministry. They are convinced He is the Messiah, but they still have political notions of an earthly king.

Mt 16:13-20

Jesus asks, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?" They answered John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or other prophets. The people recognized something special about Him, but still had not understood. Then He asks, "Who do you say I am?"

Peter's Answer - "You are the Christ the Son of the living God." Here, Peter is fully 

convinced of who He is. He concluded that He is the Christ-{Messiah-this name meant the one that was to come and redeem Israel} This confession is the foundation on which Christ's Church will be built.

After this He explains to them about his upcoming death and the commitment they will have to have, vs. 21-28. This commitment involved them denying themselves or literally forgetting themselves and focusing on Him to the point of death.
Context- Six days later, Peter has understood who He is, but the disciples still have political notions. Now Jesus takes Peter, James and John {called the inner circle} to a mountain and Jesus is transfigured before them to abolish those ideas.

The transfiguration shows: {Here He refutes their notions} He takes on His appearance as the Divine Son of God, being radiant or brilliant. He is not a political Ruler, but the Son of God. Heb.1:1-3 "The Son is the Radiance of God's Glory and the exact representation of His being."  Moses and Elijah appeared with Him, then a cloud covered them. This indicated to the three that the law, represented by Moses and Prophets represented by Elijah were dispensed with and Christ was and is the Only One to honor. The Voice- again this is verification of His Sonship by God the Father. The Voice stated This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  Listen to Him. Vs. 5.  2Peter 1:16-18 Gives Peters later testimony of this experience on what he calls the sacred mountain.
 The application for this can easily be seen in our own society. We as the Jews and the disciples fail to see who Jesus really is and allow men to take his place. It’s the problem of allowing men to be more than they are and giving them authority that is not due.  When we allow men/people to have that kind of position, what we are doing is showing that our faith is in the physical or in men. It could be a political leader, religious leader, educational or just someone with power over us. In such we are believing religious lies, allowing men to have prominence God never intended. 

 We must do as the story presents, seeing Jesus as the Son of God in His supreme position and do as the voice said “Listen to Him”.  As Jesus himself spoke in Mt 28:18 “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me”.  

 Further references to Jesus as the Son of God and His authority:  

     Colossians 1:16, John 1:1-4, 14, 17-18, Jn. 3:16.

           Heb 1:1-4 
