  OLD MAN –NEW MAN

 When we come to understand who Jesus is and what he accomplished, we are still faced with the old nature or The OLD MAN /OLD LADY within. 

What’s the problem? The old man is still giving orders. 

Example: the Christian life is like taking over a battleship and tying the old captain to the mast. He is tied up, but he’s still shouting orders.

Romans 7:14-23 Paul writes about the real culprit- the sinful nature.

What’s got to happen?  He has to die. 

Jesus says he must be born again Jn. 3:3-5 literally we got to start over. The new nature cannot exist with the old one, so one has to go. 

 Lady and her old man story! Ill. 

Once there was an older couple that was madly in love. They had the ideal marriage, they were never apart. He knew her and she knew him, they not only lived together they shared everything and went to the same places. After many years the old man got sick and needed her undivided attention and he got it. She cared for him at home at the hospital and eventually the nursing home. However, the old man finally died.  This grieved the lady greatly. They had a nice funeral, but she just couldn’t let go. So she took him and had him embalmed. Then she took him home and set him in his favorite chair she feed him, (he didn’t eat much but) she talked with him and kept life going normal. 

After a while she decided to go out to socialize a bit. She met another man while out. He was a very nice man. They began to go out together and enjoyed each other. Finally they got married. They had a nice wedding and went on a long cruise for a honeymoon. When they returned they decided to go to her house. They come to the house and he picks her up and carries her over the threshold and there sat the OLD man. She looked at him and he looked at her and said” dear” the OLD man has to go!

Sound familiar? We like they don’t want to let the old man die.  But when we believe in Jesus we commit to him just like a marriage relationship and the old must die and be let go of.

 Paul in Romans writes that old man has got to die.

Romans 6:1-23 illustrates this by showing that by our being united with Christ in baptism, we put the old man to death and share in his resurrection thus having a new life. Yet he’s still walking around giving orders. But because of the relationship we have with Christ, symbolically dying with him we have to work on being God’s instruments instead of instruments of sin or unrighteousness. Instruments of righteousness rather than instruments of wickedness and slaves of God rather than slaves of sin. Rom.6: 11-23

 Refs. 1Peter 3:18-22 

Chapter 8 presents the idea of counteraction, living by the Spirit not by sinful nature

 Putting to death the deeds of the sinful nature by or in accordance with the Spirit.

References & Examples: Romans 12, 13, 14, 15; Galatians 5; James; 1 Peter  

THE GREAT PUT OFF/PUT ON 

Colossians3; Ephesians 5; Galatians 5 

Paul takes a little more practical approach to dealing with the old man in Colossians, Ephesians, and Galatians. In Colossians 3 and Ephesians 4 & 5, he uses the idea of putting off the old man and putting on the new. The idea would be like changing clothes or a coat. Galatians 5 is still the idea of counteraction. 

Colossians 3 – He approaches changing the old man from a relationship standpoint. Since you’ve died and been raised with Christ, leave those things of the past behind and set your aims where Christ is. Consider yourself dead or unresponsive to the behavior and lifestyle of the past. 

Example: Stick a pin into a corpse. What happens?

Ephesians 4 & 5 teaches that, due to your knowledge of Christ and the truth you were taught, put off everything in your past life that is contrary to this way or life. Put on or develop a new self or character that is similar to that of God. So he’s saying, “Do away with or leave behind anything that does not represent God.”

Galatians 5:16-26 carries with it the same approach as that in Romans 8, counteraction. 

 The phrase “live by the Spirit” is literally “keep in step with the Spirit or producing the fruit of the Spirit.” Vs. 22 we will be living a life contrary or that counteracts the acts of the sinful nature. Vs. 19-21

Further references:

I John 1:1-10 

II Timothy 2:19-21

Titus 2”11-12

James

 I Peter 
