Parable of Two Sons

And the Rest of Us

Luke 15:11-32

Parable of the Lost Son, or maybe it should be called Parable of Two Sons. A parable is a figurative story, telling a physical or earthly story with a spiritual meaning. Jesus, in Luke 15, is dealing with some of those Pharisees again. The setting is given in verses 1-2. 
Jesus was eating with tax collectors and sinners and the Pharisees were critizing him for it. The Pharisees were upset with Him because of their own attitude toward these people and their overall attitude with Jesus. The problem with the tax collectors was they were Jews collecting taxes for the Romans. These guys would pay the Romans a certain percent and then turn and collect the tax from the Jews at a mark up. It was a procedure that was set up for abuse, so the Jews hated them. Since Jesus was showing favor to the tax collectors the Pharisees hated Him and they were trying to find fault with Him. The sinners were everybody else that sinned. Thus, both groups were rejected by the Jews.  With this story, Jesus begins to show God’s acceptance of all people.
Now with the background in place, let’s begin work on the rest of the story with verse 11. Jesus continues the story explaining there was a wealthy man who had two sons and the younger wanted his inheritance NOW! First point I bring out here is what may of happened between verse 11 and 12. Nothing is stated in the text, just a pure assumption. Had something happened between this father and son? It could have been jealousy between the two brothers, or maybe the father had given the younger brother too much or maybe not enough. Maybe the father felt guilty so he let him have the inheritance. Other assumptions on root problems could easily be bought up. What I’m saying is while specific information is not given in the story, something went wrong in the relationship and that started this journey. 
The younger son takes his wealth and goes off to a distant country. Sounds like a trip to Dallas or Houston to me! Got’ a go, don’t know where, but I got’ a go. This one didn’t just leave town; he went out and squandered his wealth. Ephesians 4: 17-19 says it in these terms: “..living as the Gentiles, futile thinking, darkened, separated from the life of God, ignorance, hardening of the heart, given over to sensuality, indulgent, impure, greedy.”
The younger son was unsatisfied, trying to do as 1 John 2:16 says, :..fulfilling the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life.” This is what we do when we decide God’s way isn’t what we want; this is the state of mind the sinful nature leads to. I’ve been using these verses with my groups. There are those individuals dealing with drug addiction. But whether it is an addiction to drugs or alcohol, compulsive behavior, wrong thinking or rebellion, it’s following the ways of the world whatever title you put on it. 
Next, this son has gone to the limits, then it happens - reality hits! He runs out of money and a drought hits the country. There is no money, no jobs, no friends, no food, no Dad. He hires himself out, accepting a job unthinkable for a Jewish boy, a “PIG” farmer. Now understand for a Jew the Law of Moses said the pig was unclean, this was bad stuff. In today’s terms he hit bottom. He was looking a PIG! in the snout; an ugly, flabby, chunk of pork. This wasn’t our modern day prize winning low fat, lean swine class we see at the fair - this was a FAT! pig. The fat was probably used as much as the meat, so they weren’t raised on Ful-O-Pep Hog feed. So this wise, right eating Jew was down and out dealing with behavior problems. I have to insert, “Is anyone looking at your pig?” What do we have to lose to make change? How far will we go before we come to a decision to turn back to what God wanted for us? Mine was a brain tumor in 1991, what’s yours?

Back to the story. In verse 16 the younger son was looking at the pig feed, pods it was called then, and no one would give him anything. At that point, vs.17, he came to his senses, in chemical dependency and behavior terms he snapped! He said, “How many of my fathers hired men have food to spare, and here am I starving to death!” Again in many cases this is where we have to get before we make the turn around - looking death in the face. 
Romans 6:23 says “the wages of sin is death”. Too many times have we said one more won’t hurt, or I can handle a second bottle or joint. Or for the non-addict, driving 80 plus this time will be alright, or nobody saw me go through that stop sign, or not reporting to the IRS. I often tell the ones in my drug group, there is a thin line between me and you, you don’t have to have the drugs to fall into sin, all you have to do is go a little further, do a little more. 
In verse 18, this boy decides to go back to his father, but to make sure he will be accepted, he says he will offer a plan. First, admitting he sinned against heaven and his father, he will ask to be made one of the servants. He knew he wasn’t worthy so he had to try something less than what he was before - a servant. But, when he got near the house his father saw him and ran to him. This for a male Jew to run involved an immodest act; he lifted up the skirt of his robe and ran to his son. He threw his arms around him and kissed him. Beginning in verse 21, the son starts to give his father his plan, but the father says,  “Quick, give him the best; a robe of honor, a ring of a son’s authority, and shoes for his feet, then a calf for celebration.” The robe and ring were significant for honor as a son, and a calf for celebrating, but what about the shoes? Servants went barefoot, sons had shoes. All this was significant of the father’s love. He didn’t care what his son had done or where he had been, he was back. It was time to celebrate and give him back that honor as a son.

This is an excellent picture of grace. This is what God does for each of us. He doesn’t care where we’ve been or what we’ve done. When we return to him changing from sinners to sons of God he puts us in a place of honor. Ephesians 2:1-10 expresses this for all of us. We were dead in transgressions and sins, following the ways of the world and the kingdom of the evil one, disobedient, following our cravings, desires, and thoughts and were objects of Gods wrath. But, verses 4 – 10, because of His great love for us, God who is rich in mercy made us alive in Christ, by Grace you are saved. 
He seated us with Christ in the heavenly realms. He gave those of us who come to Him by faith a special position in Christ. He gave us a ring as a son, a robe of honor, a feast to celebrate, and shoes to wear. Total grace. This story brings all of us into the picture. We were all a lost son and we all had to hit a hard bottom. We also had to realize we couldn’t offer anything to the Father to come back. 
I wish that was the end of the story, but now let’s look at the other son. Remember the Pharisees and teachers? They are the older son. The older son heard his younger brother had come home and his father was celebrating because he has him home safe and sound. “What!” The brother retorted - so to speak. He became angry at the overflow of grace and mercy expressed to this rebellious child. When the father came out to him the brother said,”LOOK! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.”  In other words, I’ve been working hard all this time and he has been out there living the wild life. I’m responsible, I’m the righteous one and he’s the one in the wrong. 
The parable given the attitude of the Pharisees, had a different angle. They would have had the younger son coming home and to the door of the father’s house. He is met by a servant who goes to the father and says your younger son has come home! The father responds, “I have but one son, my other son died.” and he sent him away. See with this insertion we can see the attitude of the Pharisees, they were the righteous ones. They, as the older son, consider themselves more righteous than the sinners. 
In essence the application is this: when the religious and those living a self “righteous life” look at the sinner, they judge. They consider themselves right and anyone not like them wrong and they should be condemned. Jesus dealt with these Pharisees and we deal with the legalist today. Those who claim righteousness or just being pretty good folks have a hard time looking at others as being acceptable before God. 
In our society today we have people who have been into drugs and alcohol, prisoners and ex-cons or just those who have a loose tongue, use bad words or have family problems. Yet we all at times do as these Pharisees or the older son and look down on those who have had a worse lot in life. As I have said before; there is a thin line between me and you.
When I see desires in me, anger, brooding thoughts and various moods, I have to step back and say there, but by the grace of God, go I. When I see dysfunctions in families and life controlling problems in others I’ve often seen myself close by. If not for God’s word in my life and family with Godly influence and discipline, what would I have been? You see that’s the problem of the older son and it’s the problem with a lot of us. We, as the older son, fail to see the grace freely given and see others in this lost world in light of the grace given to us. 
For other resources to this subject you may order a booklet of mine

The Struggle Of Two Principles – A struggle between the faith principle and the law principle. Also, The Faith Process is available.

Any questions relating to this article or other topics email doingfortheleast@yahoo.com or this email Hisservant7478@gmail.com   We now have a new part of our website to address questions related to God’s word. Check it out at www.doingfortheleast.com  For topics with outlines and articles used in these emails go to Solutions. Also Links provides various resources of Christian materials, books, Bibles, Christians Ministries, chemical dependency questions and much more. 
Thanks and I hope this message has a good affect in your life.

Ronnie T
