 RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH


         A. UNIVERSAL PROBLEM

1. God is Just and Righteous- thus must demand  righteousness of man.

2. Man is unrighteous 

A. He cannot attain being righteous by his moral character because                        

                              of a sinful nature.  Rom. 8:3-8 , Rom. 1: 18-32

B. He cannot attain by law

1. Law must be obeyed perfectly  Jas. 2:10,  Rom. 2:12,13

2. Sin takes opportunity through law - Rom. 7: 7-12

3. Law /rules focus only on outward performance; Col. 2:16-23, Gal. 4:10 ,  Matt. 9:14, Matt. 23:6, 23,25,26

C. Conclusion- all are under sin

1. None are righteous. Rom. 3: 9-20

2. All are accountable to God Rom. 3:19-20

D. Solution - God 's righteous must be credited or given to man                                                                                                                                                                                               A. Paul strove to attain the righteousness by faith Phil. 3:1-11 

Righteousness by faith 

             1. Revealed in the Gospel    Rom. 1-16-17

1. Paul's example 

A. Paul strove to attain the righteousness by faith Phil. 3:1-11

B. Not by the law, but by faith. Gal. 2:15-21, Gal. 4:8-11

II. Adequacy of the righteousness by faith Rom. 3:21-26

1. Apart from law

2. Righteousness is given to man through confidence in Jesus as the Risen Lord. vs. 22, Rom. 10 : 6-9

3. It's Efficiency  3: 23

A. For all who believe { Rom. 10:4} 3: 23  All have sinned ( continual state of sinning)  and fallen short (as in a race falling back), all are justified declared righteous by faith.

4. Means of Justification  vs. 24

A. freely by grace

Ref. Titus 3: 4-7 ; II Tim. 1:1-9, Eph. 2:8

B. How?  Through the redemptive act of Christ vs. 24, 5:18

Ref, Eph 1:7, Heb. 9:12 , I Pet. 1:18 II Cor. 5:19-20 Titus 2: 13-14

                   C. God's reasoning    vs. 25,26

1. God is just and must demand payment for sins.

2. Thus God presents Christ as payment for sin. Literal- mercy seat

3. This demonstrated His justice combined with mercy to be a just 

God, sin must be paid for. Thus Christ's death he paid for sin:

                               Therefore making a means to justify man that means was a 

                                Principle of faith, not law.

4. Illustration;

God           Just

                               Sin             Paid for by blood  
                               Man           Unrighteous 

III. Example of Abraham  Ch. 4

        He now extends his argument showing that even Abraham was credited 

        Righteousness by faith.

1. God promised Abraham all nations would be blessed through him and his  seed would multiply Rom. 4: 17

2. Abraham was credited righteousness because he believed God. Rom. 4:3, 18-20 , Thus becoming the Father of the faithful .

3. Likewise we who believe in what God has done by raising Christ from the dead will be credited righteousness. Rom. 4: 22-25

IV.  Benefits of Living by faith- ---- Conclusion 

               1. Freedom from External Rules  Col. 2:1-23,    Gal. 5:1-6, 13-15

               2. Able to live by grace

a. Being forgiving 

b. Having compassion 

c. Healthy attitude toward others and life.

          3. Not depending on our goodness or performance to please God.

          4. Free from guilt  

          5. Confidence in the efficiency of Christ sacrifice free us from sin.                                                                                           

. 

