 THE FAITH IDEA

The key concept we need to return to is the concept or idea of faith. If any change is going to occur we are going to have to get back to the core problem which was when we gave up on the IDEA of FAITH, that is, maybe this God thing wasn't so bad to start with.

So to begin this journey back let’s ask a question. What is Faith? Defined:  Hebrews 11:1-2 tells us Faith is: being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. Vines dictionary tells: “a firm persuasion, a conviction based on hearing”. Faith then is confidence in what is said. It is the idea that we are sure and certain about what has been said or promised even through we can't see it. A modern paraphrase {a one-man translation} states Heb. 11:1 this way.             What is faith?  It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us even though we cannot see it up ahead.

Paul in Romans 4:21 referring to the faith of Abraham, states "being fully persuaded that God had the power to do what He had promised." Here confidence is in the character and performance of God. That is, real faith is a confidence in what God said/ what His word says based on His character and performance.

Since then faith is confidence in what has been said, primarily what God said, we can look at Heb. 11:3 and see: "By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what was is seen was not made out of what is visible". {NIV} That is through and because of faith we don't have to go through life wandering where we come from. That is, it gives us the security of knowing we have a purpose.
Having defined faith we have it verified by the creation. Rom. 1:18-20 God’s invisible qualities which are his eternal power and divine nature, are made known by the creation. Literally the creation is His signature. 

Although faith is not based on what is seen, Paul presents the idea that we have the physical creation to verify the existence of God. The creation is God's fingerprint. It is that physical evidence that is a testimony of God's invisible qualities.

God’s fingerprint example is in Genesis 1.  First notice verse 3-26 at the first of each creation God said.  Thus establishing the idea faith is the confidence in what is said. 

Second, notice the order of things in the same verses. For example, why didn’t God go ahead and create man or the beast when He made dry ground. Both would need the vegetation and the two great lights. The idea is God created things in order.  Psalms 19:1 “The creation declares the handiwork of God.”
Defining Faith A Little More The New Life Behavior course Attitudes and Behavior presents a little more about Faith. Faith can be broken down into three distinct ideas. Faith engages all of the human spirit-the mind, the heart and the will.

The Mind – Belief is an appropriate word to describe this dimension of faith. Belief that is to say, what we believe in as Christians. Belief refers to the things, which we intellectually know. Christians believe in some interesting ideas. Ideas about God, Jesus, the church, human life, conduct, hope and others. But more than being interesting these ideas shape the contours of faith. They are: Jesus of Nazareth, Teachings and practices of the church. The Bible serves as a foundation.

The Heart- Another dimension of faith is the heart. The reality is knowing God. It is one thing to say” I believe in God” another thing to say, “I believe God.” It is one thing to say; “I know some things about God” it is another thing to say, “ I know God.” This is where we move from our head to our heart and explore the idea of trusting God. Without this aspect of faith, faith becomes ultimately empty and devoid of meaning. For example Romans 4:3 tells Abraham believed God.
All that exists as the content of faith, or belief, calls for a response from us. It is not enough to say “I believe in God” or “I believe in Jesus.” Faith leads us to trust. According to Shoemaker,” trust is the deeper intuition of faith that places your life into the care of another.” Trust leads us to act upon the truth we know. 

The Will – With this aspect of faith we come to explore the connection of faith and obedience. They fit like a hand in a glove. Faith will render obedience if it is real faith and obedience only takes place if there is real belief. James 2:14-26
