WHAT HE ACCOMPLISHED

The first series of lessons taught who Jesus is, but what did He accomplish? Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, especially focus on the one idea of Jesus as the Son of God. Yet Jesus work was to carry out the will of the Father. In Luke 15 the illustration of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son tells about the Father’s will or purpose.

Luke 15

What the story of the lost sheep tells us is about the Father’s purpose.

Context:  The Pharisees were complaining about Jesus eating with the tax collectors and sinners.  Tax collectors were Jews who worked for the Roman government collecting taxes, but with a mark up, for which they were hated. The sinners, referred to the people who lived a life of sin. The Pharisees were the Separated ones, and they condemned anyone who wasn’t like they were. Tax collectors and sinners were the bad folk, and they weren’t to be associated with. Out of this situation Jesus illustrates the purpose of God with three parables.
1. The Lost Lamb
A man had 100 sheep, one wandered off.  Sheep, being quite unintelligent need a herd of sheep to follow. Out alone he would have no protection or any direction -- he would be lost.  The shepherds’ response when he finds the lost sheep was he rejoices, putting it on his shoulders, and carries it home.

Lesson:  Jesus shows a great contrast between God’s love and the separated one’s attitude. God is concerned for all His sheep, not just a few. Jesus is telling them God loves the sinner too.  And each one is important to him.

2. The Lost Coin

A woman had 10 coins.  One coin was worth a day’s wage.  The floors were dirt or rock and the houses had no windows, so to find something that was lost was difficult.

Her response was when she found it she rejoiced.
             In the same way there will be rejoicing over a sinner that repents.

3. The Lost Son or the Father with Two Sons

This is an illustrative story of God’s love for the sinner and the people He had chosen. This parable (a figurative story or a physical story with a spiritual meaning) teaches that God the father is seeking to restore the broken relationship between Himself and man. It also teaches God loves all mankind the same.

The Younger Brother

He gets together all that was his and left his father’s house.  He rebelled, wanting his independence. He took his inheritance and went out, in our terms to party. In this story with the younger son his sinful nature was in charge. He was out drinking and drugging. Tell finally a famine hits and he is facing starvation. Finally he gets a job feeding pigs.  
The Father
Rather than giving the son what he really deserves, he gives him gifts and kills the fattened calf.  The Robe was a sign of authority.  The sandals were for a son not for slaves. Slaves went barefoot.  The calf was for celebration.
The Older Son:

The older son not knowing the younger son has returned is surprised at the celebration. The older son resents the idea that the younger would return and rejects him.
So we have a story of a father with two sons. One son rebels, leaves his place and the father’s provisions behind.  He after a period of time humbly returns. The father is fully ready to accept him and give him full honors. While the older brother is resentful of the younger for even returning, and resentful of the father accepting him.

In conclusion, the lesson taught is that God (the Father) desires to save all men, not just an exclusive race or nation of people. He seeks to have his rebellious son (younger son) return to him and at the same time hold on to the ones who have always been in his house (older son).

So the father represents God the Father,

the younger represents the sinner,

the older represents the Jews whom God, has chosen to bring his Son into the world to save all mankind.

Thus God’s purpose is to save all men and Jesus has set out to accomplish God’s purpose.


What Jesus then accomplished was:


Atonement


Reconciliation


Redemption


Victory over death and


Assumed complete authority

1. ATONEMENT -- Paid the price -- the payment that corrects the relationship between God and mankind that was broken due to sin. Rom 3:21-26.
                  The context tells how man was unable to be justified (declared righteous) before  

                  God.  He could not be righteous by his own conscience as with the Gentiles. 
               (Romans 1:18-32)  Nor could man be righteous by following a law system as with
                 the Jews.  (Romans 2:1-3:20)


Romans 3:10-11 concludes all are under sin,



                              “There is no one righteous not even one,

          There is no one who understands,

No one who seeks God.”


The answer:  Being considered righteous comes by faith in Jesus Christ

            Let’s break Roman 3:22-26 down a piece at a time.

This righteousness from God – a sense of being right before God comes from God through a principle of faith.  Faith -- a firm persuasion or conviction based on hearing.

For all who believe there is no difference. The righteousness is for all mankind, not a special nation or people -- no distinctions.
For all have sinned -- continually sinning; the idea of doing nothing but committing sin and fall short as in a race, of the Glory of God. 

Glory of God -- matching His expectations of righteousness this glory of God is what God intended man to be all the time. This is what Adam had before he messed up. Only though Christ can this be regained. … and are (all) justified freely by his grace -- made righteous, without cause or reason by His free favor done out of the
spontaneous generosity of the heart without any expectation of return through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.


Redemption -- To redeem by paying the price.


Justified by grace through the redemptive work of Christ.


Illustration in Rom. 3:25-26


Righteous, Holy

Unrighteous, unholy

God, being perfect and being just, had to demand payment for sin.  Sin separated man from God.  To be both just and merciful, he paid the price for sin and justified man by faith in Jesus. By confidence in His death that paid the debt of sin, we have acceptance from God and are looked on as righteous.

2. RECONCILIATION / REDEMPTION

RECONCILIATION -- change the relationship of two hostile parties into a relationship of peace.

With regards to God and man, reconciliation is what God accomplishes, exercising his grace towards man on the grounds of the death of Christ, being the atonement or payment for sin.


REDEMPTION -- paying the ransom price.

(Romans 5:10)  We were enemies of God when he reconciled us. It wasn’t when we were on his side, but when we were against him. (Romans 5:8)  While we were still sinners he loved us.

(Col. 1:15-22) – In the passage Paul first begins to elevate Christ describing his full positions in the Godhead as the Son. He focuses on these characteristics to emphasize his point. First who he is, then what he accomplished.

FINAL POINT – (Col. 1:19-23)

God the Father chose to take this Supreme Being, the Son of God., and reconcile – Make peace with man, through His death or the cross.

Verse 21-22 stresses the point again, that we were aliens and enemies of God in our minds by our evil behavior.

3. 
Redemption, the next area of Christ’s accomplishments.

    
Rom. 3:24 teaches that all mankind, being under condemnation, are all justified by God’s grace that worked through Christ’s redemptive work. That is, Christ’s death paid the ransom price for salvation.  Because of this everybody can be made righteous by His grace, and this is accepted faith.

Col. 1:14 and Eph. 1:7 teach we have that redemption in Him. He has brought us out of that dark kingdom of this world of sin, into His kingdom of light. And in that kingdom, in Him, we have forgiveness -- we have been paid for. This was in accordance with His grace. 

Both Col. and Eph. focus on the unique new position we have in Him.  In Him we freely receive forgiveness, redemption, justification, sanctification {Holiness} and completeness.

We accept the justification, atonement, reconciliation and redemption by faith. Faith is being confidence in what is said. We are added to His kingdom or body. To significantly show that acceptance or show being united with His body, we are baptized into Him. That is, we symbolically die with Him -- showing our commitment to Him – and we are raised with Him, and God places us in His kingdom the church, which is His body.  It is God who places us or adds us to His Church. We are considered by God to be Christians, not Baptist, Methodist, Church of Christ, Catholic or some other name-but just Christians.

 FURTHER REFERENCES:  Romans, Ephesians, Colossians

4.   VICTORY OVER DEATH AND ABOSOLUTE AUTHORITY
Jesus became human in order to die. The reason why He needed to die is that through His dying and raising Himself out from under death; He might break the power of death and thus break the power of the one who was the power of death. The word destroy means “to bring to naught the devil.” Thus, Jesus conquered death and brought to naught the devil.”  Heb.2:14-15 
So now Jesus even removes our greatest fear: the fear of death. He came into this world as the God-man: lived as a man, lead by the Spirit; then died, paying the debt of sin. He entered into the domain of Satan taking and destroying the very power over us. Jesus himself said in John 11:25, “I am the resurrection and the life.”  In John 10:18 He said he had authority to lay his life down [to be buried] and to take it up again. In Romans 1:4 He is declared to be the Son of God, with power by his resurrection. 2 Timothy 1:10 says, he destroyed death and brought immortality to light through the gospel, which is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. (1 Cor. 15:1-3) At the final end we will have a victory over death through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Cor. 15:55-57)

Furthermore, we can share in His death and resurrection [Rom. 6:1-10] In the death He died, He died to sin once for us and now the life He lives, he lives to God. Through baptism, we symbolically die with Him and are raised to life with Him.


His Final Accomplishment was His Ascension. In His ascension he accomplishes the

            complete task of the Father. He takes his seat of absolute authority at the Fathers side.

            Eph. 1:18-22, Acts 1:6-11.

REVIEW

FIRST, we saw from the study, who Jesus is:  that He is the God-man, the Messiah or Christ and the suffering Savior.

SECOND, in this study we have seen what he accomplished.  He first accomplished God’s purpose by saving what was lost by becoming the atonement or payment, making reconciliation and redemption through His Death. Secondly, in His resurrection, He destroyed the very power of death; that is overcoming and making nothing of Satan’s power of death.

             THIRD, having accomplished the Father’s will, He ascends back into heaven to take
             His Place as the Son of God- Mission Complete! 
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