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Greetings once again from DFTL Ministries!

The ministry here in Alice is moving right along with good things as well as some that can only be described as progress that has its “ups and downs.” The last few month’s attendance in the group ministry has been on the low side.  Some parolee’s come and go due to moving for jobs and their own progress. Others have relapsed. Yet while it seems rather bleak at times, I’ve always got another plan - staying with one of my motto’s - “There Ain’t No Quitting.”  In the last month we have been working on a different approach called NewLife Behavior Ministries. I began using the NLB curriculum in the prisons system with Kings Crossing Ministries. The program is normally used in the prisons and jails, but it is designed to work on the outside as well.  It addresses an approach I’ve had for years. The problem of those in jail and prison is not the drugs and alcohol abuse -  that becomes the problem. Their original problem is behind the addiction or behavior. This course dwells on the problems that drive a person into an addiction or wrong behavior. Of such are family and marriage/relationship problems, financial struggles, moral and health problems.  NewLife Behavior addresses these things as specific problems or addresses them and others in various courses.  Just dealing with addictions is only masking the real problems. The NewLife Behavior website is www.nlbm.org if you would like to look visit the website. With this approach we also have a great opportunity before us.
For an update on our meeting room facility, we have been in a small portable building next to a church fellowship that partnered with us and allowed us to hold our group meetings in the building.  The ministry in turn assisted them by sending a donation every month to assist with the utilities and upkeep. The church has now moved, and the building we have been meeting in is up for sale.  However, Rich Vinson, who helps with the ministry, and is also a part of that church, has decided to take over the lease of the church building for business purposes, and is going to be renting space to our ministry. We will have more room and times available to hold group training and do some counseling.  So while numbers are down, we are reaching out to anyone in any type of problem.  As I tell some, you don’t have to have been in trouble or addicted in order to come to the groups.  It’s for everyone. Once again, this effort is broadening our focus. Many people in our society have those problems mentioned above plus a multitude of other troubles.  Many of those end up in addiction or prison, but it doesn’t have to be that way. 
From a board of director’s standpoint, we would like to welcome Gloria Mason, from Corpus Christi, as our newest member of the board.  Gloria comes to us with experience in church ministry, women’s counseling and nursing home and elderly care experience.  We are excited to have Gloria on the board with us and feel she will be a tremendous asset to the work of the ministry.  Gloria is replacing Lee McGuire, who served on our Board for many years.  
Now for a couple of quick successes.  Again, I put before you, Baldemar Garcia. I spoke of him a few times and now just want to let all know that he is doing great. He is still working at LaQuinta Motel, he now has a vehicle, is managing activities with his kids, and hasn’t used any illegal substances for over 2 years. He has made great progress. Plus, he is living with me and helping me with the rent.  So if anyone wants proof that recovery is possible, tell them this story.

As for the nursing home ministry, it is moving along. We have gone from Old Testament characters to Matthew, and now we are on the Book of John focusing on “Who Jesus is.”  I have a great story about my visit to the Alzheimer’s unit last Sunday.  I go visit and share songs on CD’s from our song groups and comment on various passages to encourage some.  Last week at the end of the session I was wrapping up, and one lady began to sing. She soon stood and kept singing, “God Is Wonderful”.  She even sung the whole song. That was an encouragement to me and others in that you never know the effect of your efforts in the kingdom. So in final encouragements, “Keep Up the Fight” and remember to pray for us here.
Thanks Again for Your Support!
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